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Million Copy Best Selling Author Coaches Aspiring Writers & Speakers

Million-copy best-selling author Shannon Ethridge will soon launch her fourth BLAST class, an online mentorship program for “Building Leaders, Authors, Speakers & Teachers.” 
“With the tremendous success of our first three classes over the past 18 months, the BLAST momentum is building.” Ethridge explained. “According to graduation surveys, participants’ expectations are being exceeded and they’re feeling more equipped than ever to pursue their personal goals.”
This one-of-a-kind program was created to give participants from all over the world hands-on experience, as well as access to inside information from someone who is familiar with the ins and outs of the publishing world.

With two decades of speaking experience and 18 successful books in both the Christian and mainstream markets, Ethridge says she’s enjoying the coaching process. “It’s been my desire for some time now to work personally with other aspiring authors, helping them to realize their own publishing dreams. If I can do it, certainly anyone can. They just need a road map on how to get from where they are to where they desire to be.” 
Unlike typical writer’s conferences, BLAST stretches over a 12 month-period, providing students focused time to implement what they learn and truly hone their craft. Explains Ethridge, “It’s not just me downloading information. Students will be speaking, teaching, and critiquing one another’s work, and learning to gain the respect of potential publishers and editors.” 
When the economy was shaken last fall, so was the publishing world. According to Ethridge, the expectation placed on new authors is higher than ever. “Publishers are simply not willing to take risks on authors who don’t know how to market themselves. The days of submitting a manuscript and expecting them to do the rest are over.” From blogging and newsletters to branding and social media, she’ll be teaching students to utilize every available tool in marketing themselves to both potential readers and publishers.

For those interested more in speaking than writing, B.L.A.S.T will offer the same invaluable experience. Students will learn the art of creating (or enlarging) a speaking platform, marketing their message, and generating income from speaking engagements. 
As an internationally sought-after speaker, Ethridge says she’s frequently asked how she got started. “It certainly wasn’t easy,” she says. “I only wish I’d had a program like this.” But her goal is to offer a leg up to others hoping to follow a similar course. “There are lots of people out there with a powerful message or a story to tell, but don’t know how to get started. BLAST will show them how.”

When asked if the program guarantees getting published, she smiles and replies, “There are no guarantees in the publishing world. No one can get your ideas published for you, but I’ll give you the tools required to get yourself published if you have what it takes!” 

For more information on Shannon Ethridge or B.L.A.S.T go to www.shannonethridge.com/blast or email blast@shannonethridge.com.
